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Overview Of Champion Petfoods

History
« Making Food for 35 years

« Making Grain-Free for
15 years

Award Winning Safety
+ SQF and SFSF Certification
« GFSI Global Market Award

Thorough and Routine

Product Testing

+ Formulated, and tested for
nutritional safety and
adequacy

- AAFCO
FEDIAF

AAFCO Feeding Trials for
over a decade

State-of-the-Art Kitchens

+ Dogstar in Auburn, KY
+ NorthStar in Edmonton,
AB, Canada

Validated Scientific Research

+ Global Research Partnerships
+ Peer-Reviewed Published Research

Qualified Nutritionists,
Veterinarians, and Scientists on
Staff

Formulation

Validation

Food Safety

Research

© championpettoods

Champion’s Perspective

. Grain-free foods are not hazardous to a dog's health and are not inherently dangerous. If they

were unsafe, the FDA would have taken regulatory action. It has not done so.

I

DCM is a rare and complex disease in dogs, the development of which may be determined by

the interplay of multiple factors.

I

We have seen no scientific evidence that the absence of grains in a dog's diet causes DCM or

that the presence of grains in a dog's diet protects against DCM.

>

Implication of grain-free foods in the development of DCM is an over-generalization that is
unsupported by robust scientific evidence.

Champion Study #1

mi JTo FDA Reveal me Interesting Findin

Males were over-represented in implicated diets
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Significant representation of breeds with potential link
to DCM susceptibility based on past literature
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Champion Study #2
Identifying Multiple Potential Pathways Of DCM

Purpose

Identify potential pathways in the
development of canine DCM

Method

Commission an International Veterinary
Epidemiology firm to complete a literature
review, critically assess the FDA case data,
and identify potential pathways of DCM

Primary Findings

+ DCM is a complex, multi-factorial disease

hampion Petfoods.

Multiple Possible Pathways To DCM
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Champion Study #3

Grain-Free Diets Do Not Inhibit Amino Acid Digestibility

Purpose [ cor | orr [ ora | oo [ sem [ puave |
Evaluate theory that legumes “bind” o decrease the Tndipensabie AA )

digestibility of sulphur containing amino acids
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Method

Used the precision-fed cecectomized rooster assay
to assess the Amino acid (AA) digestibility (%) of
commercial dry dog foods

828 832 824 788 127 01062
Threonine 793 788 734 732 223 01387
Primary Findings Tryptophan 923 904 885 90 037 0092
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Champion Study #4

Long-Term Feeding Of Grain-Free Food Resulted In Normal Blood Taurine

Purpose
1 if extruded legume-based grain-f
food has a negative effect on taurine status in dogs

Method

Research followed AAFCO 26-week Canine Feeding
protocols with additional plasma, whole blood and
fecal measurements to assess taurine status in
large breed dogs

Primary Findings
+ Plasma and whole blood taurine in large breed
dogs significantly increased over time when fed a

grain-free diet.
Suggests no anti-nutritional/binding effect of
legumes on taurine.
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Champion Study #5

Grain-Free Diets Tested Were Within Recommended AAFCO Nutrient Profiles

Purpose o
Determine if nutrient differences exist between the top
implicated FDA grain-free diets and top selling traditional °
grain-based diets »
2
Method
Tested 16 diets using a complete AAFCO dog food profile o
analysis and additional nutritional parameters 0
as
Primary Findings as
Large nutrient variations found within and between a7
groups, especially methyl donors. gz
No significant difference in sulphur amino acid bt
concentrations a3
All tested diets were within AAFCO dog food nutrient az
profiles 20; “L
Nutritional adequacy based on grain-free or grain-based

classification is unsupported by the evidence
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Conclusions

Grain-free diets are safe, and the implication of grain-free diets with

DCM is an over-generalization that is unsupported by the scientific
evidence

DCM is scientifically complex with multiple interrelated causal factors

Grain-free diets do not inhibit amino acid digestibility

Long-term feeding of grain-free food resulted in normal blood taurine

All grain-free foods tested by Champion were nutritionally complete
and balanced as per AAFCO dog food nutrient profiles 2020

Adog's risk for DCM does not depend on whether it eats a grain-free
diet, but depends on factors such as genetic predisposition, health

condition, ability to metabolize essential nutrients and feeding behavior




